Sermon Application Series

Community Fellowship Church 


*This guide is intended to go along with the 12/17/06 sermon by Dave McDowell (http://www.commfell.org/sermons.html)
Waiting in the Shadows

Isaiah 9:1-7

INTRODUCTION

800 years before Jesus was born a nation of people were making decisions which resulted in a downward spiral of darkness and anguish.  During this time a prophet named Isaiah, speaking on behalf of God, looked forward to a time when a great light will be seen by those living in darkness.  Isaiah’s message was remembered for generations, but darkness never waned.  Finally, a God sent, earth shattering, brilliant light beamed forth for a world waiting in the shadows.    
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Read Isaiah 8:19-22. What do you think Isaiah meant by "darkness"?  What does “darkness” look like in your life and in the community around you?  
2. Read Isaiah 9:1-7.  In v.2, to whom will the “light” be given?  How is the “light” defined in verses vs. 6-7? 

3. Read Matthew 4:12-17.  Who is the “light” that has dawned for the people dwelling in “darkness”?
4. How has Jesus shattered the “darkness” in your life and in the community around you?  Is there “darkness” in your life which needs to be exposed to the “light”?
5. Why is Christmas such a long awaited, joyful celebration?  

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

When people let go of God, they do not believe in nothing, but begin falling for everything.
REDEFINING OUR REALITY

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.
    Isaiah 9:6-7

