Sermon Application Series

Community Fellowship Church 


The Fruitful Life
John 15:1-17
*This guide is intended to go along with the 10/15/06 sermon by Dave McDowell http://www.commfell.org/sermons.html
INTRODUCTION

Jesus uses the image of a grapevine to teach his disciples and future Christians how they can become fruitful and productive. As the branches of a grapevine produce more fruit when properly pruned, so will Christians when they allow God to remove anything that doesn't look like Christ. We give God the chance to prune us by allowing His Word to effect our lives, which trims away anything that hinders our relationship with Christ. In vs. 4-5, Jesus tells us we will not be fruitful unless we remain in him, that is, obey his commands. If we abide in him by obeying him, we will reveal Christ's character to those around us. In v. 7, Jesus teaches we also may make requests in his name. However, whether he grants those requests is a matter of whether we remain in him. Thus, our prayers should come from obedient hearts, hearts that desire what God wants. In vs. 12-14, Jesus gives the final ingredient for fruitfulness: love. Without love, any fruit we produce will not appear genuine to unbelievers. We should display a love like Christ's, one that's sacrificial and dignifies those around us
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.) Read John 15:2. In order to be “fruitful,” our lives must be tended to like a gardener caring for a vine.   What two things does the Father (v.1) do in order that we may bear more fruit?
2.) What sort of pain might be associated with pruning?

 

3.) Read John 15:3. How does the pruning occur?  Read John 15:4.  How does fruitfulness occur? 
4.) What hinders God’s word from remaining in you (John 15:7)?

5.) What is the lasting fruit Jesus is talking about in John 15:16?
6.) How is love the essential dynamic of the Christian life?  Is love an emotion or a decision? 

7.) How can we encourage one another in this group to love?  

 
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  John 15:11
